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Donor 3173 

Interview Notes 
 

Donor 3173 struck me as friendly and intelligent with a calm and balanced 

demeanor. His upbringing was unusual and, as he describes it, a bit “chaotic.” 

He was born in China and from the age of seven was raised by his maternal 

grandparents, following the departure of his parents to the US. At ten he 

joined his parents in California. As he knew little English, the transition was 

challenging for him. When he was twelve his maternal grandmother passed 

away and so he returned to China to live with his maternal grandfather again. 

He reports that he concentrated on math and English studies during this time 

in order to excel at these subjects upon his return to the US. At fourteen he 

came back to California to live with his parents and worked very hard in 

school, eventually earning his way into Advanced Placement classes in many 

subjects. The donor still feels very close to his maternal grandfather, more so 

than to his parents, and returns periodically to China to visit him. 

 

The donor describes himself as “adaptive” and believes his successes have 

been due to his being a keen observer and somewhat of a “chameleon,” which 

allows him to fit into most any situation. He feels a strong connection with his 

astrological sign, Scorpio, and the associative descriptors: “mysterious, 

persistent, purposeful, and hard-headed.” He spoke of being very decisive and 

good at following through on his plans. Currently working toward a BA in 

architecture, he has recently developed an interest in digital animation and is 

considering pursuing this route following graduation.  

 

Donor 3173 has a handsome, open face, a gentle manner, and a soft smile that 

he readily shares. His fit, muscular physique reflects his active lifestyle. He 

loves to be outdoors and has been doing a great deal of rock climbing. 
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