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Donor # 4745 

Interview Notes 
 
The first thing that struck me upon meeting this donor was his big smile, good looks and calm laid-
back demeanor. His overall appearance gave off a European flair. I could imagine walking down a 
Paris street and seeing this donor seated at a sidewalk café, drinking an espresso and reading a book. 
He dressed in a simple green checkered button-down shirt and jeans. His short brown hair was styled 
modestly and he has intense brown eyes. He looked approachable and intelligent. 
 
Donor 4745 is an active, outdoorsy man. He has several particular interests including cycling and 
rock climbing. When I asked him about this, he explained that he discovered rock climbing a few 
years back and loves it! It quickly replaced his previous hobbies such as hunting with his father and 
running track in high school. Donor 4745 lights up as he talks about rock climbing. One of the things 
he enjoys most about the activity is the community of friends it has created for him. He looks forward 
to traveling and visiting the friends he has made in the climbing community around the world. 
 
Donor 4745 describes his family as extremely important to him. His parents divorced when he was 
young, and as an adult he moved to the Bay Area to be closer to his mother. He describes her as an 
atheist and a political spitfire who has a strong and positive influence on his life. She has hosted free-
thinkers meetings in her home and was an active volunteer in the 2008 and 2012 Presidential 
campaigns. She has a law degree, is a biologist and at one point was a successful real estate agent. 
 
When he was growing up, both of his parents worked as biologists. This made for exciting and 
educational family vacations. His parents would point out different plant and animal species wherever 
they traveled. Memories of these family nature hikes fuel his current love of the outdoors. He 
recounted hunting excursions with his father, and recalled that these outings often landed him in the 
hospital, much to his mother’s dismay. He told me that he learned from his father the importance of 
hunting only what you could eat. His father still brings him elk jerky. After his parents’ divorce, 
donor 4745’s childhood was spent between his parents’ two homes. To this day, he has good 
relationship with both of his parents.  
 
School has always been easy for this donor. Beginning with early childhood play with Lincoln Logs, 
he knew that architecture would be a big part of his life. He currently works at a non-profit firm and 
enjoys being able to serve communities and work to make a difference in people’s lives. My overall 
impression of Donor 4745 is that he is a kind, outgoing young man. He is invested in making a 
difference in the world around him, and enjoys spending time outdoors and with family.  
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