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Donor # 4691 

Interview Notes 
 

I was very impressed with donor 4691. A tall and handsome young man, his curly brown hair framed a masculine, yet 
soft face with beautiful brown eyes and long lashes. He wore a striped suit jacket, a button down white striped shirt, light 
colored khakis and brown suede loafers; his clothing and grooming, meticulous and well-coordinated. He holds his large 
frame gracefully. He smiles easily and has the sort of face that you just want to keep looking at. Donor interviews can be 
off-putting but donor 4691 stayed present, attentive and eager to answer all my questions. Furthermore he asked me 
thoughtful question and I found myself engrossed in conversation with this stranger very quickly. 4691 shows emotion 
and enthusiasm openly and I quickly took a liking to this sweet, charismatic young man.  
 
Mormonism is a driving force in this donor 4691’s life.  He was very frank and open about his life as a Mormon and 
seemed willing to discuss anything with me. I was quite curious and all of my questions were met with a genuine 
willingness to share details of his life and religion with me. He has conflicting feelings about his upbringing as a 
Mormon, but at no point does he express the religion is not for him. He reflected that his family was supportive of his 
need to explore life at his own pace and provided him with a wealth of experiences to draw from. If anything, his mixed 
feelings have led him to have a deeper faith.  

 
Family is another extremely important factor to donor 4691. His family values education and experience over 
materialistic things. He speaks lovingly about his parents, beaming that everyone claims my mom was the best mom in 
the world. Of course I agree. His parents provided him and his siblings with experiences, as many as possible and as 
diverse as possible. They lived in Japan for a few years and both his brothers were born there. He is very close to his 
siblings as well. After Japan, his family settled in Utah, a predominantly Mormon state. After high school he made the 
decision to attend college away from home in California, somewhat breaking his connection with his Mormon 
upbringing and his structured family life. In college, donor 4691 took the opportunity to engage in a wide range of 
activities and clubs. He admitted there was a lot of partying and socializing associated with this time in his life which he 
ultimately came to regret. He described this portion of his life as a “derailment”. He felt his involvement in activities, 
clubs and a fraternity at school detracted from his core values.  
 
On the heels of his experience away from home donor 4691 was assigned his mission through the Mormon church. He 
explained to me that youth submit an application to the church regarding where they would like to go. The church chose 
to send him to Tokyo where he subsequently lived for 2 years with the goal of bringing Mormonism to the area. This was 
a difficult time for the donor for many reasons. Firstly, missionary youth are limited contact with their families to one 
hour of email time every 6 months. This is done in order to avoid homesickness although I got the impression this didn’t 
quite work for donor 4691. Secondly, the distance often made donor 4691 sad and he remarked that he felt his brothers 
were growing up without him. There were many other difficulties being in such a vastly different culture, including the 
strong taboo of speaking about religion in Japan.  Since his goal was to convert people to Mormonism this created many 
uncomfortable situations for him and led him to feel alienated from his surroundings. Another aspect of his mission was 
being paired with locals, many of whom spoke no English at all. Ultimately this forced 4691 to completely be immersed 
in Japanese something he now values.  During his time in Japan the massive earthquake and tsunami of 2011 and his 
group was able to provide relief services in the days that followed.  
 
Upon returning home donor 4691 expressed relief at feeling “back on track”. He is now a student studying Japanese and 
Political Economics. Donor 4691 is a doer, very much getting into the grit of life on all levels. He wants to start a family 
soon and travel more. He loves all things athletic and spends a lot of time playing sports. He loves doing things that are 
initially uncomfortable and feels these things cause him to grow. Overall, donor 4691 is a vivacious and bright individual 
with vast amounts of potential.  
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