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Donor # 4659 

Interview Notes 
 

 

Donor 4659 came to our interview wearing a beautiful, grey wool coat, casual jeans and a dark fitted 

t-shirt. He looked laid back and well groomed at the same time. His dark hair was styled well and his 

full facial hair was groomed neatly, giving him a rugged, masculine look. His teeth are perfectly 

straight and he flashed them at me several times during our interview. His eyes are warm and dark 

and give the sense that he is really paying attention to everything.  As stated in his health history, the 

donor bears a striking resemblance to Ben Affleck, but I think he is much more handsome.  

 

Donor 4659 is clearly very committed to illustration and graphic arts. I asked him how long he has 

been drawing and he laughed saying as long as I could physically hold a pencil! He went on to say 

that his love for doodling and drawing comics almost cause him to flunked out of middle school. His 

parents and family have always been supportive of his love of drawing. His father was a carpenter 

and often engaged his children by offering them a penny for each nail they hammered. The donor 

spent so much time over the years on the job with his dad that he is considered an apprentice. His 

mother has spent many years working in a winery, a job he has also shared, helping her with hosting 

and assisting on tours. Although he loves working with his mom, donor 4659 admitted that he only 

continues to work there to pay the bills. While on the job he said he often comes across lots of wine 

snobs, he quipped, which aren’t his favorite, but he loves sharing wine with them none the less.  

 

Donor 4659 is refreshingly open and honest about life. He didn’t hide or shy away from any of my 

questions, but seemed eager to share details about his childhood. He was raised in a liberal, open-

minded family that didn’t practice religion. He grew up in a rural, backwater town, and being in a 

family that didn’t ascribe to any particular religion made for some uncomfortable situations. His 

parents made the decision to move to the Bay Area after he finished junior high. At first the donor 

was furious about losing his friends and familiar territory until he quickly came to realize that living 

in a place with similar beliefs and ideals was a much better fit than his conservative home town. After 

graduating high school he back packed through Europe, kind of a rite of passage, he said, for many 

teenagers.  

 

Family is clearly very important to donor 4659, and was an over-arching theme in every story he 

shared. He is close to and always has been close to each family member individually, drawing 

strength from each one. The more he told me about his parents the more extraordinary they seemed to 

be. Supportive, loving and very involved, they gave their children everything needed for them to 

follow their dreams upon leaving home. As a result, donor 4659 is a phenomenally talented human 

being, full of happiness and satisfaction in life. Life is a lot of fun he said when I asked if there was 

anything else he wanted to share with our families. I believe him.  
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