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Interview Notes: 4988 

 
Donor 4988 is an awesome donor! He’s tall, handsome, smart, and successful. He is really easy to talk 
to because he comes across as content and comfortable in his own skin. He came to our interview 
wearing a plain black polo shirt, grey jeans and black loafers. His face is tanned and he has a large, 
muscular, athletic frame. His hair is a dark, sandy blond with a little bit of wave to it and he has a full 
well-manicured beard. He has a beautiful smile with perfectly straight teeth. 4988’s eyes are bright 
blue eyes surrounded by nice symmetrical features and although his ears are on the large side (his 
description), I think they fit perfectly fine with his face.  
 

Donor 4988 was in the born in the Midwest and then grew up in Colorado. The surrounding 
mountains shaped his childhood and meant he spent a lot of time outside. Referring to himself as 
outdoorsy, he paints a picture of himself that is full of hiking and biking, backpacking and snowy skiing 
adventures. Sports continue to be a theme in his life, specifically snow sports. 4988 always did well in 
school and from an early age read above his grade level. He said growing up he loved reading any kind 
of fantasy novel and said C.S. Lewis was one of his favorite authors.  
 

His parents were older when he was born but donor 4988 said he didn’t really feel any impact 
because of that as a child. His father was the disciplinarian and his mother was a stay-at-home mom. 
He described his mother as knowing everything, in a good way and doing practically everything for 
and with him and his brother. She attended every sports event and drove them to and from every 
childhood engagement. His mom also is trained to do physical therapy, the kind that helps with body 
alignment, similar to yoga or chiropractic therapy. His father is a psychiatrist even though earlier in his 
life and prior to starting a family, his father considered becoming a priest. 4988 and his family 
attended church every Sunday during his childhood.  
 

Donor 4988 wasn’t entirely sure of what he wanted to do in life until he was halfway through college. 
School and studying and good grades have always come easily and it seemed like he could go in just 
about any direction he desired. In high school was drawn to literature and history, and this interest 
carried through to college where he majored in history. 4988 considered teaching history as a 
profession but ended up switching tracks and began to study law. Once he graduated from undergrad 
he took a year off, and then attended law school and acquired a Juris Doctorate.  
 

While attending law school, donor 4988 met his partner and she is currently pregnant with their first 
child. He said they are both looking forward the changes the new baby will bring. 4988’s future career 
goals are varied, like one day in the future he may teach a Bar Exam preparation class, but for now, he 
is focused on his growing family and he is happy.  
 

Interviewer: Anat Avittan                             Date: 7/11/14 
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DONOR PROFILE: 4988 
  
The past and current personal and family medical history, physical examination, and laboratory test results 
determine that donor 4988 is eligible and approved for semen donation at THE SPERM BANK OF CALIFORNIA. This 
profile was prepared in August, 2014. 
    PERSONAL INFORMATION 

• Identity-Release® Program: Yes 
• Month/year of birth: November, 1983  
• Education: BA in History, Juris Doctorate 
• Current occupation:  Attorney 
• Ethnic origin: Swiss, Slovenian 
• Religion: Agnostic 
 

   PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTIC

• Height: 6’2.5” 
• Weight: 237 
• Hair color: Dark blond 
• Hair type: Straight 
• Eye color: Blue 

 

• Complexion: Olive 
• Body type: Large 
• Blood group/Rh: O+ 
• Baby photo available: Yes 
• Other distinguishing features: Small bump    
             on nose, larger ears 

    FAMILY MEDICAL HISTORY 

KEY:   D donor   Ch child   F father   M mother   S sister   B brother 
Co cousin   A aunt   U uncle  MGF maternal grandfather    MGM maternal grandmother  
PGF paternal grandfather  PGM paternal grandmother______________________________     
Gastro-intestinal: MGF: Colon cancer at 86, no treatment, cause of death at 88.  
Genital/Reproductive: MGM: Uterine cancer at 60, treatment unknown, cause of death at 62.  
Heart: PGM: Heart failure at 86, no treatment, cause of death. PGF: Stroke at 91, no treatment, cause of 
death.  
Mental Health: PA: Depression at 65, treated with therapy and medication, ongoing and mild).  
Muscles/Bones/Joints: F: Osteoarthritis at 63, treated with OTC pain medication, stretching and exercise, 
ongoing and managed. 
Neurological: M: Mild cognitive impairment at 66, treated with home care, ongoing and managed. 
Sight/Sound/Smell: D: Right eye 20/13, Left eye 20/13. F: Glaucoma at 67, treated with medicated eye drops, 
ngoing and managed. PGM: Glaucoma, macular degeneration at 75, treated with medicated eye drops, 
progressed to blindness around 80.  
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Cancer (see above): MGF: Colon cancer at 86, no treatment, cause of death at 88. MGM: Uterine cancer at 60, 
treatment unknown, cause of death at 62 
 
    DONOR LAB RESULTS 

Chlamydia: Not Detected Gonorrhea: Not Detected  Syphilis: Non-Reactive 
HIV 1 & 2: Non-Reactive CMV total antibody: Negative  
Hepatitis B: Non-Reactive Hepatitis C: Non-Reactive  HTLV 1 & 2: Non-Reactive 
Urinalysis: Normal  Chem panel: Normal   CBC: Normal 
 
 

    GENETIC SCREENING RESULTS: ALL TEST  VALUES IN NORMAL RANGE 
Genetic screening tests can significantly reduce, but never completely eliminate, the chance that a person is a carrier for a particular disorder.  
 
Cystic Fibrosis:  (> 500 mutations) No mutation detected                                           
Spinal Muscular Atrophy (SMA):  Two copies of SMN1 detected    
Hemoglobinopathies/Thalassemia:  No abnormal hemoglobin detected (including sickle hemoglobin);  

No evidence of thalassemia 
 

  DONOR NARRATIVE: 4988 
The content of this narrative has not been altered by TSBC staff and therefore reflects original written work of the Donor 
 
Describe your personality: introvert, extrovert, funny, serious, goal-oriented, curious, shy, etc. 

I would consider myself to be more of an introvert, although with my good friends I am probably the loudest 
and talk the most. I try to find the humor in most things. I have many goals and aspirations, some of which I 
keep written down on a notepad in my room, or in the notes on my phone. The goals I have range from 
business to health to places I want to travel to. While I consider myself to be driven, my main goal is to be 
happy with all I do, including the time I spend at work. 
 
What are your interests and talents?  

I love all kinds of sports. In the winter, I love to ski. I like to run trails or go on long bike rides; I find it’s the 
best pace to see things. Most days of the week I am playing some kind of sport, whether it’s softball or soccer, 
or joining a running club. I enjoy learning about history and reading modern non-fiction on any historical 
topics. I also enjoy musical instruments as well as cooking. 
 
What are some of your goals and ambitions in life? Where do you see yourself in 5 or 10 years?  

I want my work to make a positive difference in people’s lives. Regarding my career, my goal is to develop the 
skills that can only be learned through experience, and then start my own business or work for a small 
business where I am able to have significant freedom in the way I schedule my time. In 5 to 10 years, I want to 
only answer to clients, and not to any supervisor.  I also want to teach others in some form. I have a variety of 
other businesses I am interested in as well, including in real estate.  
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How would you describe your skills and interests in the following areas? 

Math: I was very good at math through high school. In college I focused on other things, primarily history 
and the humanities, and currently don’t use complicated math in my job or otherwise.  I am grateful my 
phone has quick access to a calculator. 
 
Mechanical: I can fix basic things like a flat tire on a bike or car, but tend to hire someone else if there are 
major mechanical issues. I have performed basic renovation work at my home, such as laying a new patio, 
but also hire others to perform interior remodel work.  
 
Athletic: As a freshman in high school, I played 3 different sports at a varsity level. Eventually I became the 
team captain of all my high school teams, and continue to play sports regularly.  
 
Musical, artistic, creative: I picked up the guitar quickly when I took lessons as a kid. I also like to cook in 
creative ways. 
 
Language (what languages besides English do you speak?): Can speak a little Spanish. 

      Writing: I am constantly writing at my current job. In high school and college, I excelled in analytical     
      writing. 
 

Literature:  I love to read classics, as well as historical novels. In high school, I received a  
“Shakespearian scholar” award. 

 
Science: I always excelled in my science classes, including taking advanced classes throughout high   
school. 

 

Stranded on a deserted island what one book, movie and album would you bring? 

Movie: Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade 
Book: The Devil in the White City 
Album: Weezer: Raditude 

What are some of your reasons for becoming a sperm donor?  

I have friends who are unable to have children together because of infertility issues. I also have gay and 
lesbian friends who want to be parents. I think sperm donation is a great way to allow people to raise a child 
that might not otherwise be able to do so. 
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Did you choose to be an Identity-Release® Program donor?         

 Yes       No 
 
Why did you make this choice?  

First, I believe that the true parents of any child born of my donations are the recipients, and not me. And, I 
think it is natural for a child or young adult to be curious about their genetic donor. If nothing else, it would 
probably be interesting for a donor child to learn about common personality traits or characteristics. Probably 
the biggest reason is that I would not want anyone to think they could never find out any information about 
their genetic donor.  
 

Is there anything else you would like to share with participating families and offspring?  

I am sure making the decision to receive sperm donations means you are extremely interested in 
parenting a child. I think that’s a great thing, and am happy to do my part.  
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HEALTH PROBLEMS DONOR 4988 
FAMILY MEMBER HEALTH PROBLEM TREATMENT/RESOLUTION 

Mother Mild cognitive impairment Age at onset/diagnosis: 66 
Treatment: Home care 
Outcome: Ongoing, managed 

Father Glaucoma 
 
 
 
Osteoarthritis 

Age at onset/diagnosis: 67 
Treatment: Medicated eye drops 
Outcome: Ongoing, managed 
 
Age at onset/diagnosis: 63 
Treatment: Over the counter pain meds, 
stretching, exercise 
Outcome: Ongoing, managed 

Maternal Grandfather Colon cancer Age at onset/diagnosis: 86 
Treatment: None 
Outcome: Cause of death at 88 

Maternal Grandmother 
 
 

Uterine cancer 
 

Age at onset/diagnosis: 60 
Treatment: Not known 
Outcome: Cause of death at 62 

Paternal Grandfather 
 
 

Stroke 
 

Age at onset/diagnosis: 91 
Treatment: None 
Outcome: Cause of death 

Paternal Grandmother Glaucoma, macular degeneration 
 
 
 
Heart failure 

Age at onset/diagnosis: 75 
Treatment: Medicated eye drops 
Outcome: Progressed to blindness around age 80 
 
Age at onset/diagnosis: 86 
Treatment: None 
Outcome: Cause of death 

Paternal Aunt  Depression Age at onset/diagnosis: 65 
Treatment: Therapy, meds 
Outcome: Ongoing, mild 

 
The above family medical history information has been self-reported by the donor. We work with each donor to obtain as complete and accurate information as 
possible, but we are unable to completely rule out the existence of other health information that is not known, or that remains unreported to us. 
  
As a board certified genetic counselor, I have reviewed this donor’s family medical history for identifiable patterns of inheritance that may place the donor or his 
biological offspring at increased risk for certain health problems. (“Increased risk” is risk that is greater than the risk in the general population). 
  
Upon review of the available family medical history information from this donor, the risk for similar health problems occurring in offspring is not expected to exceed the 
risk in the general population.  
  
Cynthia Kane, M.S., C.G.C. 
Genetic Counselor 

  Reproductive Technologies, Inc. 

THE SPERM BANK OF CALIFORNIA   
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