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Interview Notes: 4915 
 

A very tall young man with broad shoulders and a trim body, donor 4915 came to our interview wearing a crisp 
black button-down shirt, jeans and dark loafers. His grey/blue eyes sparkle on his perfectly symmetrical face and 
give him a touch of mischievousness when he smiles. His long neck and slender hands give him a regal, elegant 
feel. He has the sort of well put-together overall look that you associate with extremely talented, charismatic 
people. And he made it all look so easy to pull off.  I had read that he resembled a young Prince William and now 
I can see the resemblance is more than just superficial looks, this donor has the It factor.   

Born in Pennsylvania, donor 4915 is the youngest of four children. As a child, he was often fascinated with the 
mechanical workings of everyday things. One of his earliest memories was of crawling under a house to check out 
the plumbing and identify the sewage. His parents supported such quests for knowledge, as they both were 
intellectuals themselves, as were all of his grandparents. Donor 4915’s brothers are significantly older than he is, 
and all have college degrees.  Even with gaps of 13, nine and six years between them and him, all the brothers 
remain close.   

As a boy, donor 4915 never had any trouble with academics, but he tended to be pretty shy. After puberty, he 
said, he came out of his shell and became more outgoing. He enjoyed history and other subjects, but it was 
physics that really captured his imagination. Upon completing high school, he decided to only apply to colleges 
located close to his brothers. He started out studying engineering, but quickly bored of the subject. After earning 
a Bachelor’s degree, he dreamed of something more adventurous, and set his sights on school abroad.  

Donor 4915 lived for a year in New Zealand, where he spent the majority of his time in the insanely beautiful 
outdoors. He caught the travel bug in a major way. His travels eventually took him onto South America, 
Southeast Asia, Australia and Turkey. While experiencing the self-discovery that traveling adventures tend to 
bring, donor 4915 also began to take notice of other countries’ efforts toward reducing their energy 
consumption. The contrast between the United States and these smaller nations was stark, and made a lasting 
impression on him. Upon returning to the States, he promptly applied to graduate school and is passionate about 
discovering new methods of car emissions conversion and renewable energy storage.  

Donor 4915 is a very charismatic young man with a myriad of different talents. He experiences the world with a 
voracious appetite for information and adventure. His wanderlust has added to his well-rounded personality, and 
he seems bent on his goals now that he’s settled into graduate school. I found him to be charming, quirky and 
very good looking. I expect great things form this talented man.  
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DONOR PROFILE: 4915 
  

The past and current personal and family medical history, physical examination, and laboratory test results 
determine that donor 4915 is eligible and approved for semen donation at THE SPERM BANK OF CALIFORNIA. This 
profile was prepared in April 2014 and updated in February 2015. 

    PERSONAL INFORMATION 

• Identity-Release® Program: Yes 
• Month/year of birth: May 1985 
• Education: MS/PhD in Mechanic Engineering  
• Current occupation:  Engineering Consulting 
• Ethnic origin: English, Scottish, Irish 
• Religion: Atheist  
 
   PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS 

• Height: 6’5.25” 
• Weight: 194.5 
• Hair color:  Medium blonde  
• Hair type: Straight  
• Eye color: Blue 
 

• Complexion: Fair/rosy 
• Body type: Large 
• Blood group/Rh: O- 
• Baby photo available: Yes 

    FAMILY MEDICAL HISTORY 

KEY:   D donor   Ch child   F father   M mother   S sister   B brother 
Co cousin   A aunt   U uncle  MGF maternal grandfather    MGM maternal grandmother   
PGF paternal grandfather  PGM paternal grandmother______________________________     
Allergies: D: Allergy (shrimp) at 20, avoidance, managed. F: Allergies (pollen) in 30’s, OTC meds, managed. 
Breast Cancer: M: Breast cancer at 55 and 62, treated with lumpectomy and mastectomy, in remission until 
age 72, then recurred.  
Congenital Anomalies (Birth Defects): MCo: Multiple congenital anomalies at birth, no treatment, death 
shortly after birth.  
Gastro-intestinal: F: Gluten sensitivity at 5, treated with avoidance, occasional episodes. MGF: Colon cancer at 
66, no treatment, detected at autopsy. 
Genital/Reproductive: PGF: Prostate cancer at 88, no treatment, cause of death at 90. 
Heart: M: Atrial fibrillation at 68, treated with medication, ongoing, managed.  
Intellectual Disability: D: Dyslexia at 8, treated with reading help, resolved by age 9. 
Mental Health: D: Attention deficit disorder (ADD) at 8, treated with medication, resolved by age 9.  
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Metabolic/Endocrine: F: Type 2 diabetes in 70’s, treated with medication, ongoing, managed.  
Muscles/Bones/Joints: M: Scoliosis at 15, treated with exercise, managed. M: Osteoarthritis at 67, treated 
with medication, managed. PGM: Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (Lou’s Gehrig’s disease) at 68, no treatment, 
cause of death at 73. PA: Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (Lou’s Gehrig’s disease) at 70, treated with medication, 
cause of death at 78. MU: Rheumatoid arthritis at 60, treated with medication, managed.  
Neurological: D: Dyslexia at 8, treated with reading help, resolved by age 9. B: Epilepsy at 22, treated with 
medication, ongoing, managed. MGF: Aneurysm (brain) at 66, no treatment, cause of death. MGF: Brain 
cancer at 66, no treatment, detected at autopsy.  
Respiratory (Lungs): D: Allergy (shrimp) at 20, treated with avoidance, managed. F: Allergies (pollen) in 30’s, 
treated with OTC medication, managed. MGF: Lung cancer at 66, no treatment, detected at autopsy.   
Sight/Sound/Smell: D: Right eye 20/15, Left eye 20/20. 
Skin: D: Eczema at 20, treated with topical ointment, managed.  
Cancer (see above): M: Breast cancer at 55 & 66, recurrence at 72. MGF: Lung cancer at 66, MGF: Colon cancer 
at 66, MGF: Brain cancer at 66, PGF: Prostate cancer at 88.  
Other: D: Hernias (bilateral inguinal) in infancy, treated with surgery, resolved. M: Extra kidneys (joined, 
functional, one eventually failed) at birth, surgery at 23, no further complications. PU: Non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma at 70, no treatment, ongoing until death at 76. PCo: Brain tumor (benign) at 35, treated with 
surgery, resolved.  
 
    DONOR LAB RESULTS 

Chlamydia: Not Detected Gonorrhea: Not Detected  Syphilis: Non-Reactive 
HIV 1 & 2: Non-Reactive CMV total antibody: Negative 
Hepatitis B: Non-Reactive Hepatitis C: Non-Reactive  HTLV 1 & 2: Non-Reactive 
Urinalysis: Normal  Chem panel: Normal   CBC: Normal 

 

    GENETIC SCREENING RESULTS: ALL TEST  VALUES IN NORMAL RANGE 
Genetic screening tests can significantly reduce, but never completely eliminate, the chance that a person is a carrier for a particular disorder.  
 

Cystic Fibrosis:  (> 500 mutations) No mutation detected                                           
Spinal Muscular Atrophy (SMA):  Two copies of SMN1 detected    
Hemoglobinopathies/Thalassemia:  No abnormal hemoglobin detected (including sickle hemoglobin);  

No evidence of thalassemia         
 

    DONOR NARRATIVE: 4915 
The content of this narrative has not been altered by TSBC staff and therefore reflects original written work of the Donor 

Describe your personality: introvert, extrovert, funny, serious, goal-oriented, curious, shy, etc. 

I am funny, blunt, typically happy, cynical and opinionated. I am an extroverted person when around friends, 
though I am more introverted when around people I don’t connect with. I delight in making people laugh, even 
if it is sometimes accomplished through the use of humor that is inappropriate or weird. My thought process is 
extremely random, so much so that I can find myself lost in thought or memories from the past that have little 
or no connection to the present in just a few moments’ contemplation. I am also self-effacing, sometimes to a 
fault. I worry a bit too much about life, but I can also find peace when in the outdoors. I am hard working and  
goal oriented regarding academic and professional pursuits.   
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I get my sense of humor and my love of the outdoors from my father and brothers. I get my drive to accomplish 
things in life from my mother. I value family enormously and spend time with my brothers and parents 
whenever I can. I like to keep a large circle of casual friends, as well as a smaller circle of very good friends.  

What are your interests and talents?  

I would describe myself as a sponge for information about science, engineering, geology, geography and random 
trivia. I like learning other languages. In addition, I like cars and bicycles. I am morbidly curious about our 
species’ negative impact on the environment. I love to travel and have visited 15 countries on 5 continents. I am 
good at recognizing a piece of music from just a few notes of a song. I am proficient in memorizing lyrics.  
 
What are some of your goals and ambitions in life? Where do you see yourself in 5 or 10 years?  

My primary goal in life is to reduce humanity’s carbon dioxide emissions through the increased use of renewable 
energy so that we may continue to enjoy the standard of living we have without destroying the planet for future 
generations. I also believe that, even if global climate change plays out in as severe a manner as I imagine it will, 
we won’t do anything about it on a sufficiently large scale to have a significant impact until it’s economically 
advantageous to do so in the short term. Therefore, I’m interested in how to most reduce the life-cycle cost of 
the technologies that provide renewable, low-carbon energy. I see myself working in private industry in 5 years’ 
time, then teaching at university in 10 years’ time. I would like to travel abroad again for at least several years. 
I’m not sure if I would like to have children myself, though I think I will, and I will get married if I do.  
 

How would you describe your skills and interests in the following areas? 

Math: I think that I am better at math than most people, though not when compared to my peers 
in engineering. I view math as a necessary evil to do the kind of work that I do. 
Mechanical: I am very good at understanding how mechanical systems work. It’s my field of 
expertise, if there is any one that I could pick from this list. 
Athletic: I am not very athletic, but I like to stay active (lots of biking and hiking). I am not very 
coordinated if there’s a ball involved. 
Musical, Artistic, Creative: I love listening to music, and wish that my parents had encouraged me 
to play an instrument more than they did. I listen to many genres, except most music that’s 
currently popular; I’m also not a fan of country or classical. I freestyled a lot with my friends when 
growing up, and sometimes still do when the mood is right.   
Language (what languages besides English do you speak?): I speak French and some Spanish. I 
would like to learn Mandarin. 
Writing: I don’t write as often as I’d like to. Perhaps years of engineering curricula have led me 
astray. I think I’m a better writer than most engineers, though that is perhaps faint praise. 
Literature: I tend to prefer non-fiction, but I like George Orwell, Hunter S. Thompson, John 
Steinbeck, and Phillip Dick. 
Science: I love science. Understanding how the world works is one of my greatest joys in life 
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Stranded on a deserted island what one book, movie and one album, what would they be?  

Movie:  Blade Runner. 
Book:  An encyclopedia or world atlas, e.g. Encyclopedia Britannica. It would be harder to get 

bored of reading it than a normal book.   
Album:  Jimi Hendrix – Electric Ladyland 
 

What are some of your reasons for becoming a sperm donor?  

I have a cousin that is lesbian, and we’ve talked about how she wanted to have a child that she could raise with 
her partner when she was a younger woman. Additionally, my best friend was conceived using a sperm donor. 
Knowing this, I initially considered donating sperm, but judged it unfair to have a child that I did not raise myself. 
After giving it thought, however, I’ve realized that any parents that wish to have a child conceived with donated 
sperm want to have children badly enough that I think they will be dedicated, loving parents. Additionally, the 
friend of mine that was conceived using a sperm donor has a personality that is an exact split between his two 
parents—one biological, the other not. Because I can bring happiness to a family that otherwise would not exist, 
and because I know that the child conceived as a result of the sperm donation will be raised in the presence of 
those that will provide them with a sense of how their personality originated, I feel good about the decision. 

Did you choose to be an Identity-Release® Program donor?         

Yes          No 
 
Why did you make this choice?  

I approached this decision by considering myself as a young adult that knew they were conceived by a sperm 
donor. If I were in that position, I would like to know who my biological father was. The reason would be one of 
curiosity, certainly, as well as a desire to more fully comprehend why I had inherited the physical characteristics 
that I did. It is certainly possible that I might decide not to go forth with the process of meeting the donor after 
some consideration, but having the option would be comforting, especially when at an age where one seeks to 
distinguish oneself from the parents that raised them and find one’s own place in the world.   

Is there anything else you would like to share with participating families and offspring?  

To the person conceived in this process, I hope that you get as much joy out of learning and the outdoors as I 
do. I really think that these two things, plus the ability to share them with others, are what keep me happy in 
life. Some of my earliest memories have to do with being fascinated with mechanical objects and by nature. If 
that’s an apt description of you, then, well, I guess it’s heritable. Even if you don’t find joy in those things, 
hopefully you find something that you love as much as I love these things.  More generally, I hope that you find 
happiness in life, as have I, because it’s too short to be caught up in the bad things that can permeate it. If 
you’re a parent of this child, I would like to thank you in advance for being a loving, nurturing set of parents. I 
hope that you were able to grow as people from having a daughter or son.   
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HEALTH PROBLEMS DONOR 4915 
FAMILY MEMBER HEALTH PROBLEM TREATMENT/RESOLUTION 

Donor Hernias  
Bilateral inguinal 
 
 
Dyslexia  
 
 
 
Attention deficit disorder  
ADD 
 
 
 
Allergy  
Shrimp 
 
 
Eczema 
 

Age at onset/diagnosis: Infancy 
Treatment: Surgery 
Outcome: Resolved 
 
Age at onset/diagnosis: 8 
Treatment: Reading help  
Outcome: Resolved by age 9 
 
Age at onset/diagnosis: 8 
Treatment: Medication  
Outcome: Resolved by age 9 
 
Age at onset/diagnosis: 20 
Treatment: Avoidance 
Outcome: Managed 
 
 
Age at onset/diagnosis: 20 
Treatment: Topical ointment 
Outcome: Managed 
 

Brother Epilepsy 
 

Age at onset/diagnosis: 22 
Treatment: Medication 
Outcome: Ongoing, managed 
 

Mother 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extra kidneys 
Joined, functional. One eventually 
failed.  
 
Scoliosis 
 
 
 
 
 

Age at onset/diagnosis: Birth 
Treatment: Surgery at 23 
Outcome: No further complications 
 
Age at onset/diagnosis: 15 
Treatment: Exercise 
Outcome: Managed 
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Mother 

 
 
Breast cancer 
 
 
 
Atrial fibrillation 
 
 
 
Osteoarthritis 

 
 
Age at onset/diagnosis: 55 and 62 
Treatment: Lumpectomy, mastectomy 
Outcome: In remission until recurrence at age 72 
 
Age at onset/diagnosis: 68 
Treatment: Medication  
Outcome: Ongoing, managed 
 
Age at onset/diagnosis: 67 
Treatment: Medication  
Outcome: Managed 

Father Gluten sensitivity  
 
 
 
Allergies  
Pollen 
 
 
Type 2 diabetes 

Age at onset/diagnosis: 5 
Treatment: Avoidance 
Outcome: Occasional episodes 
 
Age at onset/diagnosis: 30’s 
Treatment: Over-the-counter meds 
Outcome: Managed 
 
Age at onset/diagnosis: 70’s 
Treatment: Medication 
Outcome: Managed 

Maternal Grandfather Lung cancer 
Primary site. Detected at autopsy 
 
 
Colon cancer  
Lung metastasis. Detected at autopsy 
 
 
Brain cancer  
Lung metastasis. Detected at autopsy 
 
 
 
Aneurysm, brain 

Age at onset/diagnosis: 66 
Treatment: None 
Outcome: Ongoing until death  
 
Age at onset/diagnosis:66 
Treatment: None 
Outcome: Detected at autopsy 
 
 
Age at onset/diagnosis:66 
Treatment: None 
Outcome: Detected at autopsy 
 
Age at onset/diagnosis:66 
Treatment: None 
Outcome: Cause of death at 66 

Paternal Grandfather 
 
 

Prostate cancer 
 
 
 

Age at onset/diagnosis: 88 
Treatment: None 
Outcome: Cause of death at 90 
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Paternal Grandmother Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis 
Lou Gehrig’s disease 
 
 
 

Age at onset/diagnosis: 68 
Treatment: None 
Outcome: Cause of death at 73 

Maternal Uncle  Rheumatoid arthritis Age at onset/diagnosis: 60 
Treatment: Medication 
Outcome: Managed 
 

Paternal Aunt Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis 
Lou Gehrig’s disease 
 
 
 

Age at onset/diagnosis: 70 
Treatment: Medication 
Outcome: Cause of death at 78 

Paternal Uncle Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma Age at onset/diagnosis: 70 
Treatment: None 
Outcome: Ongoing until death at 76 

Paternal Cousin  Brain tumor 
Benign 

Age at onset/diagnosis: 35 
Treatment: Surgery 
Outcome: Resolved 

Maternal Cousin Multiple congenital anomalies 
Esophageal atresia, brain defect, 
cleft palate 

Age at onset/diagnosis: Birth 
Treatment: None 
Outcome: Death shortly after birth  

 
The above family medical history information has been self-reported by the donor. We work with each donor to obtain as 
complete and accurate information as possible, but we are unable to completely rule out the existence of other health 
information that is not known, or that remains unreported to us. 
  
As a board certified genetic counselor, I have reviewed this donor’s family medical history for identifiable patterns of inheritance 
that may place the donor or his biological offspring at increased risk for certain health problems. (“Increased risk” is risk that is 
greater than the risk in the general population). 
  
Upon review of the available family medical history information from this donor, the risk for similar health problems occurring in 
offspring is not expected to exceed the risk in the general population.  
 
Regarding amyotrophic lateral sclerosis: Most ALS is not hereditary, however in about 10% of families, there is a genetic 
component. In this family, the donor’s father has no signs or symptoms of the condition at age 74, therefore risk to donor and 
offspring is not expected to exceed population risk. Other health problems in the family do not show strong heritability. 
  
Cynthia Kane, M.S., C.G.C. 
Genetic Counselor 
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